
LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Hello Peewee’s Supporters!!
No doubt by the time you receive this letter you will be in the midst of 
preparing for the holiday season. This will be the last newsletter of the 
year, so allow me to give you an update as to what has transpired since 
the last I “spoke” with you.  First, the numbers.  Through October, there 
have been 939 adoptions.  That averages out to three daily.  Unfortunately 
for every three we adopt out there are three waiting to come into Heaven 
(your Peewee’s) and those slots are quickly fi lled.  So between those 
adopted and that which we take in that equates to 1,900 animals saved 
so far this year.  Your continued donations go to feeding, grooming when 
needed, vaccinating, treating for sickness, and buying supplies.  It is 
certainly not cheap and lord knows we stretch every penny spent as far as it 
will go, so rest assured your money is being well and wisely spent.
Speaking of expense, by far and away the largest expense is payroll.  Last year payroll was $238,000.  It 
included the daily caring, having two mobile adoption sites every weekend,  as well as paying for clerical duties 
such as grant writing, bookkeeping, customer service, etc.  That may seem like a lot, and it is, but if you divide 
the payroll by the number of animals that we average daily at the shelter (550) that equates to $432 a year per pet or a 
mere $1.18 per day.  I’d say that is almost as cheap as we can go.  We could sure use your fi nancial help in being able to 
continue to pay our employees who work tirelessly in all weathers.
Some really good news since the last newsletter is that we have moved about 120 dogs to the new Lucky Lodge, which, 
as you know is air-conditioned and heated.  They have both indoor and outdoor beds.  Plus each outdoor covered run has 
a nice view with a wonderful breeze.  Their temperament has improved dramatically which makes them more adoptable 
and much better pets.  Please, come out and see for yourself how magnifi cent this new facility is.
In closing, during the upcoming holiday we pray and hope that you will remember us by donating whatever you can 
to help us to maintain the quality care and facility of your Peewee’s.  We wish each and every one of you a joyous, 
happy, fun fi lled holiday season and may you all realize your dreams in the coming New Year.  I remain…
Sincerely,
Alan W. Garett, D.V.M.
President, Peewee’s P.A.W.S.
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PEEWEE'S DOG WHISPERER
Last summer, Peewee’s director Ernie Cochran off ered me the challenge of a lifetime.  My assignment?  
To socialize all her “forgotten” dogs.  The hard part?  There were dozens of them -- more than 50, 
in fact.  Most were so fearful of people that they hid beneath camper shells or inside doghouses 
whenever a human walked by.  No one even knew if any would be adoptable, but  I gave it my all.  
Success came quickly.  In my fi rst two weeks, I managed to walk 11 dogs.  But after that, the work 
became increasingly diffi  cult.  I had to rely on an inexhaustible supply of dog treats (not to mention 
a good deal of patience) in order to gain the dogs’ trust.  Each dog that I befriended became a 
revelation.  The little dachshund that had spent years in hiding soon proved to be an enthusiastic 
walker, the nasty sheltie that eventually showed me she was a nice dog after all, the collie mix whose 
wild-eyed look turned out to be a mask for mischievousness rather than meanness.  Seeing the 

dogs transform from unadoptables into wonderful companions has been the most rewarding part of this experience.  
The work is ongoing.  A number of dogs that I have socialized have already found homes, while others are still being 
rehabilitated.  My goal is to help each and every one of these once forgotten dogs live the lives they were meant to lead.  I 
could reach this goal faster if you (or someone you know) would volunteer to spend time with the dogs at Peewee’s.  The 
sooner they are socialized, the sooner they can go into loving homes.  That, in turn, means more and more homeless dogs 
can be saved from an uncertain future.  Join me, won’t you?  The tail wags are endless. -- Judy Wilds, “Dog Tamer”



WHY ALL CATS SHOULD BE INDOOR CATS
Yes, if you love them and want them to live to their natural lifespan which 
is 20 years, they should all be indoor cats.  Here are some reasons.  Feline 
AIDS and FIP are highly contagious, incurable diseases for which there 
are no vaccines.  They can only be prevented by keeping cats indoors.  
They are two of several deadly diseases that cats who roam outdoors 
can catch.  Unattended cats also face dangers posed by dogs, wildlife, 
and the scariest predator of all, humans.  Cats are often poisoned, shot, 

set on fi re, or trapped and drowned by intolerant neighbors or bored juveniles. They are hit by cars, accidentally poisoned 
by spilled antifreeze, or maimed by fan blades when they crawl into warm engines on winter days.  “But he wants to go outside.” 
“We live on a very quiet street.” “It’s cruel to keep her in.”  These are things said by people who would never dream of opening 

the door and sending toddlers to wander down the street on their own.  Today’s concrete jungles are far too dangerous 
for vulnerable, trusting little animals.  But how do we prevent Tabby from getting bored in the great indoors?  Here are 6 
steps to having a happy housecat:  ●  Bring joy with toys.  From paper bags and rolled up balls of paper, to motorized 
“mice” and laser pointers, toys perk up even the laziest feline.  All-time favorites are Cat Dancer and Cat Charmer.  

●  Scratch that itch.  Cats love to scratch.  Doing so enables them to remove broken claws, stretch muscles, and 
mark “territory.”  The best way to save your furniture is to provide lots of “approved” places to scratch.  Cat “trees” and posts, 
cardboard scratching boxes, and those ingenious “cat tracks” (a ball in a circular, partially open plastic tunnel surrounding a 
cardboard scratching pad) are big hits.  Sprinkle catnip on them weekly to keep cats interested, and be sure to replace cardboard 
inserts when they get worn out.  ●  Provide a room with a view.  Windows are cat “TV”—a birdbath or feeder placed near a window 
can provide hours of entertainment. If window sills aren’t wide enough, build or buy a cushioned perch 
(which are available from pet supply stores and catalogs) to attach to the sill.  ●  Porches bring purrs.  A 
screened-in porch or an enclosure accessible through a window is a great way for your kitty to safely 
commune with nature.  ●  Take your kitty out for cat walks.  Cats can be taught to w alk on a leash—just be 
sure to use an ultra-lightweight, retractable leash that’s attached to a harness, not a collar.  Let your cat 
get used to the harness for short periods indoors, and then pick a safe outdoor area to explore.  ●  Plant 
an indoor catnip garden in small containers.  Cats will nibble on it and roll in it.  Other healthy 
snacks are wheat grass, alfalfa, and oat grass. 

RECENT RESCUES
Cesar, a big puppy, came to us from the streets with one eye hanging out after 
being hit by a car on the west side of town.  A good Samaritan scraped him 
off  the street.  He was in shock, but after emergency treatment for shock and 
surgery to remove the exploded eye, he is ready for adoption.  Sugar, a black 
mouth Curr was brought to us from the parking lot behind the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation where she had been living and delivered nine pup-
pies, which were one day old when she arrived here.  Everyone is fi ne and 
her pups are now up for adoption.  Of course, she has heartworms, but 
is being treated, and would like to have a home of her own.  Homer, a tiny 

Chihuahua, was found in Robstown with his eye hanging out and multiple 
scrapes.  His eye socket was shattered and he had some broken teeth.  All 
of the wounds were badly infected, you could smell it from 10 feet away.  
After antibiotics and barely surviving surgery, he has made a comeback.  He 
is putting on weight in a foster home and is thriving.  Priscilla is a 9 year 
old English Bulldog who was sent to us by an animal shelter that would not 
take her because there “were too many things wrong” with her.  Her eyes 
were infected due to the eyelids being turned in, which makes the hairs rub 

directly onto the eyeball, causing an infection.  She also had a tumor on her leg 
that needed to be removed, loose teeth inside a rotten mouth that smelled like 
a sewer, heartworm positive, and she was not spayed.  She survived three sets 
of surgeries and found a wonderful home even though she is a senior.  This tiny 
hedgehog, which fi ts in the palm of your hand, was found on the streets of 
Rockport by a lady while out walking.  She tried to fi nd the owner, unsuccess-
fully, and brought it to us.  Our vet said it is full grown, healthy, and friendly.  

What were the owners thinking!?  We took it in and found it a wonderful home.  
These 8 pups were dumped in a ditch, hungry, wormy, and covered in fl eas 
and ticks.  They were found by an astute driver when he noticed something 
moving in the ditch.  After a bath, medications, and treatments, we were able 
to place them all.  Annie, a tiny Chihuahua, was dumped in a fi eld in Calallen by 
her owner.  She is old and has an abdominal hernia the size of an orange.  No 
one could catch her, until two ladies fi nally managed to capture her after days of 

trying and brought her here.  After lots of socialization and two surgeries, one 
for the abdominal hernia repair and spay and the other to clean up her rotting 
mouth, she is up for adoption.  She is a senior and is free.  Claudette, a sweet 
German Shepherd was found on the south side of town looking like a skeleton, 
so weak that she could barely walk.  After fattening her up, vaccinations, and 
spay surgery, she became a member of a wonderful military family.  Buster is 
a sweet black cat that came to us after being dragged by a vehicle.  He had 
open sores everywhere and the vet even had to perform a complicated sur-
gery to give him a new way to pee.  He has been purring the whole time.  

After cage rest for a fractured pelvis, he is able to get around and has 
become a favorite at the shelter.  Timmy is a fi ve week old kitten who 
was found in a park by a good Samaritan, skinny, anemic from fl eas, 
and had a badly broken leg that could not be saved.  He survived the 
surgery, got healthy, and with time and medications, grew big enough to 
be fi xed and is now awaiting you to come adopt him.  He has been living 
at Madison’s Clinic since his arrival.  Joe, is a grey cat someone dumped 
in a ditch on Saratoga with a dog collar so tight that it rotted all of the 

s k i n on his neck.  He was dehydrated and starving with a fever of 103.8 degrees.  
He smelled like death and was on the brink of death.  He survived, and is now gain-
ing weight and improving.  Chula is a tiny senior toothless Chihuahua found dumped 
at a rest stop on Highway 37 on the way to San Antonio.  Thank God, a Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Offi  cer spotted her on the road.  She is a sweetheart and needs a home.  
Cindy, a 6-month-old mixed canine, was scraped off  our streets after being run 
over.  The damage: a fractured pelvis and two broken legs.  She has now been in 

the hospital for four weeks recuperating and receiving laser therapy.  If you would like 
to adopt her, stop by Everhart Animal Hospital.  Lizzy is a stray dog that a business had been feed-

ing for about a year and was never able to touch.  She ended up with a wire grown into her front foot and was 
also pregnant.  When they called me, I set up a trap and we had her within three hours.  We rushed her into surgery, got the wire 
off , and spayed her.  During her spay surgery, we found tha t she was pregnant with 10 puppies, but it was an early abortion.
Things just don’t seem to get any better for the little animals in South Texas, but I will continue to help them until the 
Lord calls me.  I turned 65 this month, so I pray he gives me another 20 years to help the situation improve.  I hope that 
by then, if not sooner, we can make our city a no-kill city with your help.  I thank you for all your help from the bottom 
of my heart. – Ernie Cochran, Shelter Director

This is the type of work your donations help fund.

WIN A BEAUTIFUL PIECE OF JEWELRY!
Congratulations to the winner of the beautiful ring donated by Goldsmith Jewelers to help us increase 
donations.  Anyone who donated $50 or more from when the newsletter went out until the end of July was 
entered in the drawing.  And the winner is…..Mary Harmon!  Ms. Harmon graciously donated the ring back 
to Peewee’s to encourage more donations!  So from now until the next newsletter goes out, this ring is back 
up for grabs: a 14k yellow gold diamond and sapphire ring, size 6 ½ worth $500, from Goldsmith 
Jewelers.  From the bottom of our hearts, thank you to everyone for all your donations.  

96¢ of every dollar donated goes directly to the animals.

A TOUCHING LETTER FROM A PEEWEE'S PARENT
“On June 30, 2013, I had the trauma of a lifetime. My son Alan, a US Marine, was killed in a 
motorcycle accident while on liberty in Georgia.  As any mother would be, I was inconsolable, 
dealing with grief, fi ghting depression and hoping this was all a bad dream I would wake up 
from.  That wasn’t the case and there was nothing to wake up from since I wasn’t sleeping 
except in short spells.  After dealing with this for a couple of months, I started looking for a pet.  
We visited every shelter and adoption events there were, until I got to Petco in Corpus Christi.  
They were teamed up with Peewees Pet Adoption.  I saw a little black and white Basset/Pointer 
mix in one of the crates and asked to see it.  As he got out of the pen he crawled into my lap 
and it was over.  I had found my baby boy, although my husband took some convincing.  He 

didn’t want a boy dog, one that big or one that sheds, but this was defi nitely my dog.  After a few 
days convincing, I went to the shelter to get him.  When he saw me he was as excited to see me as I was to see him.  As soon 
as I opened my SUV door he jumped right into the crate in the back seat.  He knew he was going home.  My husband never had 
children of his own, so it was hard for him to really grasp the loss and the feeling that I was dealing with.  I truly felt alone, even 
when surrounded by friends, because there was now a piece of me missing that I couldn’t replace.  I never really understood 
what a Therapy Dog was, but it didn’t take long to see that’s what he was for me.  He was named Goose, because he was now 
my wing man to help me deal with this tragedy in my life.  Soon I started sleeping again and when I had times that nobody could 
console me, Goose was right there with me with a look on his face that said it was OK to cry, everything was going to be all right, 
and he was there for me.  To this day, he knows my moods, almost better than I do and when rough days arise (thinking about 
Alan, loss of friends, etc.), he’s still there by me to let me know, we can deal with this together.  Goose doesn’t replace Alan, but 
he’s a companion that gives me unconditional love, wants to be around me as much as I want to be around him.  He truly 
is my miracle dog and this is that once in a lifetime relationship with a pet that you never forget and never get over.  I’m 
glad to have had that chance and feeling in my life, thanks to Peewees having him where he needed to be that fateful 
day.  And by the way, my husband loves him dearly.” - Glenda Felkner
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included the daily caring, having two mobile adoption sites every weekend,  as well as paying for clerical duties 
such as grant writing, bookkeeping, customer service, etc.  That may seem like a lot, and it is, but if you divide 
the payroll by the number of animals that we average daily at the shelter (550) that equates to $432 a year per pet or a 
mere $1.18 per day.  I’d say that is almost as cheap as we can go.  We could sure use your fi nancial help in being able to 
continue to pay our employees who work tirelessly in all weathers.
Some really good news since the last newsletter is that we have moved about 120 dogs to the new Lucky Lodge, which, 
as you know is air-conditioned and heated.  They have both indoor and outdoor beds.  Plus each outdoor covered run has 
a nice view with a wonderful breeze.  Their temperament has improved dramatically which makes them more adoptable 
and much better pets.  Please, come out and see for yourself how magnifi cent this new facility is.
In closing, during the upcoming holiday we pray and hope that you will remember us by donating whatever you can 
to help us to maintain the quality care and facility of your Peewee’s.  We wish each and every one of you a joyous, 
happy, fun fi lled holiday season and may you all realize your dreams in the coming New Year.  I remain…
Sincerely,
Alan W. Garett, D.V.M.
President, Peewee’s P.A.W.S.

1307 Saratoga
Corpus Christi, Texas 78417
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• Homes for Pets
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PEEWEE'S DOG WHISPERER
Last summer, Peewee’s director Ernie Cochran off ered me the challenge of a lifetime.  My assignment?  
To socialize all her “forgotten” dogs.  The hard part?  There were dozens of them -- more than 50, 
in fact.  Most were so fearful of people that they hid beneath camper shells or inside doghouses 
whenever a human walked by.  No one even knew if any would be adoptable, but  I gave it my all.  
Success came quickly.  In my fi rst two weeks, I managed to walk 11 dogs.  But after that, the work 
became increasingly diffi  cult.  I had to rely on an inexhaustible supply of dog treats (not to mention 
a good deal of patience) in order to gain the dogs’ trust.  Each dog that I befriended became a 
revelation.  The little dachshund that had spent years in hiding soon proved to be an enthusiastic 
walker, the nasty sheltie that eventually showed me she was a nice dog after all, the collie mix whose 
wild-eyed look turned out to be a mask for mischievousness rather than meanness.  Seeing the 

dogs transform from unadoptables into wonderful companions has been the most rewarding part of this experience.  
The work is ongoing.  A number of dogs that I have socialized have already found homes, while others are still being 
rehabilitated.  My goal is to help each and every one of these once forgotten dogs live the lives they were meant to lead.  I 
could reach this goal faster if you (or someone you know) would volunteer to spend time with the dogs at Peewee’s.  The 
sooner they are socialized, the sooner they can go into loving homes.  That, in turn, means more and more homeless dogs 
can be saved from an uncertain future.  Join me, won’t you?  The tail wags are endless. -- Judy Wilds, “Dog Tamer”


