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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Peewee's Supporter,
Help
As we are now in the middle of the dog days of summer- that term seems fitting
for an animal shelter-I am pleased to share with you what has been going on
Us
since the last newsletter. By the way, did you know that the phrase “dog days
Help
of summer” is derived from the ancient astronomers who noted that Sirius, the
brightest star in the constellation Canis Major as well as the entire night sky,
Them!
was most luminous in the August. Translated from Latin to English, Canis Major
means “Big Dog.” Hence the phrase, “dog days of summer.”
Adoptions for all animals at the shelter through July are at 708. The bulk
of the adoptions are dogs and puppies. While this number seems like a
decent amount, it is a far cry from where we would like to be. Please, if you know of
someone who is contemplating buying a purebred pet, try to convince them of the hundreds of pets being kept at
Peewee’s who will bring just as much joy to their family.
As Peewee’s continues to grow, so do the responsibilities of caring for all those pets. It puts an extra burden on what
few employees we have, which means more payroll expense. So please, if you or someone you know would like to
feel good, come out to Peewee’s to help by walking or bathing the dogs, spending time with the cats to better socialize
them, or you can even brush down and groom some old, gentle, horses.
Besides the increased in salaries, more pets also translates to more food and more veterinary care/medication. With hat in
hand, I please ask you to be generous and donate whatever you can comfortably afford to offset the never ending expense to
run YOUR Peewee’s.
Enjoy those dog days!!
Alan W. Garett D.V.M.
President Peewee’s P.A.W.S.

THANK YOU!

Thank you to Jacqueline Klein-Stroyman for donating another $1,000 to be used for
treatment of the heartworm positive dogs with fast-acting immiticide, so they could be
adopted sooner.
We would like to give a big thank you to the many kids who help support Peewee’s: Grayson Bishop
did a pet food drive at his school in Flour Bluff. Ceara Perry, a member of the
group Save Us from Hopkinton, MA, asked for Peewee’s donations instead of presents
for her 10th birthday. St. Patrick’s Student Council held a food drive as their service
project. Mireles Elementary raised over $1,200 for Peewee’s with a food drive and
$1 paw print sales. Flour Bluff Intermediate’s choir also held a drive to collect food for
our homeless animals. And Sander’s Elementary came through for us again with their
Pennies for Pets fundraiser!
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Many thanks to “Sparky” at NVM Small Engine Repair at Tarlton and Ayers for
donating the labor and parts to fix our riding lawnmower. Being on a ranch, we would
be lost in the weeds without it!
We are forever grateful to Floyd Nix and Mary Lou Stauffer for donating to Peewee’s a
kiosk, outfitted with beautiful concrete furniture, in memory of Floyd’s wife, Eileen Nix.
It serves as a quiet “get acquainted” place for dogs and potential adopters.
What do we do to keep puppies that are not adopted from growing into dogs at
the shelter? Well we ship them to Hopeful Tails in Nyack, New York and ROAR in
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Ridgefield, Connecticut. Many puppies, like Oz and Soo, arrive here at the age of 6
Ozz y - 3 m os
weeks, but if we still have them at 3 or 4 months old, they are pretty much impossible to
.
find homes for. We would like to thank Annette Klein for donating $5,000, which allowed us to send 39 puppies
in May and June to Hopeful Tails in New York. They all found wonderful loving homes in less than 10 days!

PEGGY HAHN

This newsletter is dedicated to Peggy Hahn, who recently passed away at the age of 68. Her support of
Peewee’s over the years was greatly appreciated and her presence will be sorely missed. Peggy was the
wife of Bill Hahn, the hardest working, longest standing volunteer Peewee’s has ever had (since the year
2000). Peggy and Bill have always adopted the unadoptable from us, and through the years, Peggy
was always rescuing strays from the streets of Corpus Christi. We are sure she is now sitting in Heaven
playing with all the animals who have crossed the rainbow bridge.

CATS FACTS

C On average, cats spend 2/3 of every day sleeping. That means a nine-year-old cat has
been awake for only three years of its life. C Unlike dogs, cats do not have a sweet tooth.
Scientists believe this is due to a mutation in a key taste receptor. C When a cat chases its
prey, it keeps its head level. Dogs and humans bob their heads up and down. C The technical
term for a cat’s hairball is a “bezoar.” C A group of cats is called a “clowder.” C Female cats

tend to be right pawed, while male cats are more often left pawed. Interestingly, while 90%
of humans are right handed, the remaining 10% of lefties also tend to be male. C A cat can’t
climb head first down a tree because every claw on a cat’s paw points the same way. To get
down from a tree, a cat must back down. C Cats make about 100 different sounds. Dogs
make only about 10. C A cat’s brain is biologically more similar to a human brain than it is to
a dog’s. Both humans and cats have identical regions in their brains that are responsible for
emotions. C There are more than 500 million domestic cats in the world, with approximately
40 recognized breeds. C While it is commonly thought that the ancient Egyptians were the
first to domesticate cats, the oldest known pet cat was recently found in a 9,500-year-old grave
on the Mediterranean island of Cyprus. This grave predates early Egyptian art depicting cats by
4,000 years or more. C Cats are North America’s most popular pets: there are 73 million cats compared to 63 million
dogs. Over 30% of households in North America own a cat. C The first cat in space was a French cat named Felicette
(a.k.a. “Astrocat”). In 1963, France blasted the cat into outer space. Electrodes implanted in her brain sent neurological
signals back to Earth. She survived the trip. C According to Hebrew legend, Noah prayed to God for help protecting all
the food he stored on the ark from being eaten by rats. In reply, God made the lion sneeze, and out popped a cat. C A
cat’s hearing is better than a dog’s. And a cat can hear high-frequency sounds up to two octaves higher than a human.
C A cat can travel at a top speed of approximately 31 mph over a short distance. C A cat can jump up to five times

its own height in a single bound. C Some cats have survived falls of over 65 feet, due largely to their “righting reflex.” The eyes and
balance organs in the inner ear tell it where it is in space so the cat can land on its feet. Even cats without a tail have this ability.
So after learning so much about pussycats, find it in your heart to come adopt one from Peewee’s. We have so many, from
teenagers to seniors, in need of a loving home. They are fixed and free to a good home. Plus, if they get sick during the first 7
days after adoption, we’ll pay to get them well at our vet, and if for any reason it does not work out, we will gladly take them back!

A HORSE IS A HORSE OF COURSE

The horse is a magnificent creature, elegant, dignified, and sensitive. We have 33 horses, ponies, donkeys,
and mules up for adoption, all with sad stories of how they ended up here at Peewee’s. They are safe and well
taken care of here, but what they don’t have is a home with a loving family to give them love and affection.
For example, we have Johnny, a senior horse who was no longer wanted. Unfortunately, many horses get
passed around like used cars. His owner gave him away to his farrier, the person you hire to trim their hooves.
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The farrier used Johnny to train his younger horse not to “spook” while riding in strange places. After he was
no longer needed, the farrier didn’t want to have to keep up with feeding him and asked us if we would take
him. Johnny is in excellent health, sweet, has no bad habits, and is appreciative of attention. He is what is called “dead broke”, meaning
anybody can ride him, even a dead person. He would be a wonderful addition to any family that loves horses.
Consider adopting one of these glorious creatures and help us spread the word. A horse can live well into their 30’s and can be great
companions for humans. You don’t have to like riding; many people just consider them like really big dogs to feed, love, and take care of.

NO FEE, WE’RE FREE

We are simply drowning in small dogs, especially brown ones. They are sweet, cute, small, and
deserve a good home. Therefore, in an attempt to place them, we are waiving the adoption
fee for all small shorthaired brown dogs at the shelter. You must adopt it during the week at
the shelter, Monday through Friday. We have about 50 of them waiting for you. They are all
fixed, vaccinated, and checked for heartworms. If they get sick during the first seven days,
we will get them well at our vet. They all come with a guarantee! If it doesn’t work out,
we will gladly take them back. Come try one today!

ASK MAX

Dear Max: I’m torn between getting a small dog or a big dog. Are the lifetime expenses for
a small dog less than those of a big dog?

When calculating food, medical, and maintenance expenses, we might assume that the bigger the
dog, the higher the cost. While small dogs may be less expensive to maintain in some ways, they
aren’t proportionally less expensive than big dogs. Here are some canine cash-flow generalities: a Some
costs, such as routine veterinary visits, don’t generally factor size into account. Your Chihuahua’s veterinary
checkup will probably cost about the same as your Great Dane’s. a While a Bullmastiff may weigh 20 times
more than a Yorkshire Terrier, she won’t eat 20 times more food. Large-breed dogs generally have slower
metabolisms, eating proportionately less than small dogs. a Small-dog owners often buy smaller bags of
kibble, priced higher per pound than buying in bulk. So although big-dog owners frequently spend more on food overall, they may
spend less per pound. a Because smaller breeds generally have longer life spans than larger breeds, buying a small dog involves a
longer commitment to buy food, pay for maintenance, and cover medical costs – though it should be noted by keeping longer-lived dogs,
you may also keep fewer dogs in total over your life span, meaning that you’ll save some on acquisition costs. a Smaller dogs may
require more frequent dental care, given that studies show they are generally more at risk for periodontal disease. a Owners of large
dogs often spend more on flea and tick prevention medications, or any medication where amount is correlated to size. a Large-breed
owners need larger bones, treats, and toys – not to mention maybe a bigger car – which are all likely to be more costly. a Boarding costs
may be higher with big dogs because they require more kennel space. a Grooming a big dog often costs more than a similarly coated
smaller dog. And truly what you have to consider is what size do you really want. Personally, I only like dogs my own size. I’m afraid
of little tiny dogs, and I really like to bark at the big ones.

RECENT RESCUES
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Red is a homeless puppy that roamed the neighborhood scared for weeks. He wouldn’t
let anybody get near him, but a nice lady finally caught him. By then, he was a skeleton
with very little blood left, suffering from flea anemia and having a hard time breathing.
We rushed him to our veterinarian where he got a blood transfusion, and after lots of
handling, he is now sweet. He lives at Everhart Animal Hospital while he awaits his forever
Jaf a r
home. Jack arrived one afternoon from Baldwin/Agnes where he was run over, his front foot
broken and smashed. It took a cast, antibiotics, and time, but he is all healed up now. We
took a truck full of 21 dogs from an elderly couple in Skidmore, Texas. They used to
be breeders, but now they were too old and sick to take care of their animals. The dogs
were all unfixed, badly matted, and covered in fleas and ticks, but over the course of a
few weeks, we had them all spayed/neutered and groomed. Garrett is a beagle mix pup
5 Kitte n s
that was run over at Everhart and Saratoga with a leg so badly mangled it could not be
saved. He walks just fine on three legs, is sweet and is also at Everhart Animal Hospital
awaiting a home. Twixx is a beautiful chocolate lab who was found wandering on the
beach in the middle of nowhere between Port Aransas and Corpus Christi. She was
dehydrated and showing signs of heat stroke, but with some vet care, she has made a
full recovery. BJ, a beagle/shar-pei mix, was almost hit by a car when someone caught
it at Everhart and Saratoga. No one ever claimed him. Of course, he is heartworm
2 S h a r-Peis
positive and undergoing treatment, but he loves everyone, even pussycats. Jafar, a
little Chihuahua, was found on the west side of town hairless and starving, with oozing
wounds all over his body. After IV fluids, antibiotics, and dips for red mange, he is
healing and looking for some love. These 5 kittens with upper respiratory were
found in a box in front of a church. With treatment and proper care they made a
full recovery. 2 Shar-peis were found in a dumpster at a Stripe’s store. They were
covered in fleas and were nearly hairless from a very bad staph skin infection. After
S a m my
many dips and antibiotics, we sent them to New York to find homes. Their healing
took three months, and by then nobody wanted them here in Corpus. Sammy is a
yellow lab mix who was found in front of Del Mar West Campus by a student who saw him
get run over and dragged 100 feet. He required hip surgery and it took two months for
his wounds to heal. He is heartworm positive but now undergoing treatment. Lucy and
Desi, a pair of kittens, were found in a box behind a downtown restaurant scared, hungry,
Lu cy & Des i
and covered in fleas. A busboy found them when he went out back to discard the trash.
They are now in great health. Tony, and old dachshund found tied to a tree in Portland,
came to us with a tumor the size of a cantaloupe in his right inguinal area. He could barely
walk, but after surgery to remove the tumor, he is doing fine. He is heartworm positive and
receiving treatment, and since he is a senior, his adoption fee has been waived.
Many of the above animals are still waiting for their forever homes. These 40
rescues ended up costing us about $3,900 in veterinary surgeries, medications,
vaccinations, and assorted procedures. We hope you can open your heart and help
us with your donations for the many more animals we will be taking in the near future.

This is the type of work your donations help fund.
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Come adopt a Donkey!

CHECK US OUT AT www.peeweespets.com
Sponsors of the Fall 2013 Newsletter!

TM Corpus Christi Services LP
Don Stone
Adoption PETSMART & BOTH PETCOS
Every Saturday and Sunday
Satellite
12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Locations:

I need a home. Please come adopt me.

Without your tax-deductible donations
we would not be alive. Help us find
homes. Please donate so that others
may be saved too.
Thanks to our Sponsors!

Dr. Zofia and Jack O’Shea • H-E-B
• PETCO • Albert & Paula Kessler • PETSMART • Everhart Animal Hospital •
Animal Clinic of Flour Bluff • Gulf Business Printing • Hest Fitness Products •
Herndon Plant Oakley, Ltd. • NavyArmy Credit Union • Elaine R. Cunningham
• Broughton Electric, Inc. • Tejas Veterinary Clinic • Hedrick Oil & Gas, Inc.
• Texas Molecular Limited Partnership • Michael K. Dyer, CPA
• SCCI Payroll Services • Pro Muffler & Automotive • Don Stone •
Annette and Melvyn Klein, Jenna Klein, Jacqueline Klein-Stroyman

Peewee’s Wish List
• Money, money, money
• Homes for Pets
• Foster homes
• Volunteers
• Paper towels
• Bleach
• Dry Cat Food
• A New Van

When planning your estate,
please remember
Peewee’s in your will

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Alan Garett, D.V.M.
President
Beth Deubel-Ragan
Vice-President
Mary Meyer-Guzman
Secretary
Sheila Lawrence
Ernie Cochran
Treasurer

After you read this newsletter, help us out and pass it along to a friend!

